T.G.-Novi Is Spokesman 


SP’s Concern About Accidents Is Aired a TV 


= Following a series of fatal auto- 
train collisions in Northern Cali- 
fornia in February which claimed 
16 lives within a week, T. G. Novi, 
road foreman of engines at Carlin, 
appeared on television news pro- 
grams in San Francisco and Sacra- 
mento as spokesman for Southern 
Pacific to discuss the accidents 
and SP’s increasing concern about 
them. 


Novi explained that there are 
two major reasons for grade cross- 
ing accidents. “First,” he said, 
“there is an alarming lack of re- 
spect on the part of the motorist 
for the crossing signals. Often 
— too often — the red lights, 
clanging bells and cross-arm bar- 
riers are totally ignored, with fatal 
results. Secondly, we believe that 
the laws governing grade crossing 
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signals need to be more strictly 
enforced, You never see a motorist 
getting a traffic ticket for going 
through a railroad red light.” 


Novi, 46, a Marine combat in- 
fantryman, holder of the Bronze 
Star and veteran of four major 
campaigns in the South Pacific 
during World War II, is familiar 
with the sickening feeling a loco- 
motive engineer has when a col- 
lision with a vehicle is imminent. 
During the 22 years he was a 
locomotive engineer on the Sacra- 
mento Division, prior to his pro- 
motion to road foreman of engines 
last year, he was involved in 
seven grade crossing accidents. 
“Each one was like a nightmare,” 
he says. “Accidents like that age 


misses,”’ inci- 
: dents in which 
ehicles cross the 
racks just in 
time to avoid a 
collision. 


“There’s a ‘follow-the-leader’ 
impulse some motorists can’t re- 
sist,” Novi explains. “If one car 
beats a train across the tracks, 
the car behind will almost invari- 
ably try the same stunt — often 
(Continued on page 12) 
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New Ideas and New Equipment 


Streamlined Track-Laying for Cutoff 


OVING AHEAD rapidly on SP’s 
78-mile Palmdale-Colton 
Cutoff is one of the most coordi- 
nated and mechanized track-lay- 
ing operations ever undertaken on 
any railroad. 
“We're using the latest types of 


The Tiematic machine, being used experi- 
mentally on this project, automatically distriy- 
vtes ties, correctly spaced and aligned, with 
tie plates attached at exact gauge. Another 
picture of the Tiematic appears on cover. 


track machines, plus some new 
equipment never before used on 
any project,” explains H. M. Wil- 
liamson, chief engineer-system. 
“Much of this new equipment was 
designed by SP engineers and built 
in our own MofW Shop at West 
Oakland.” 

Track-laying on the Cutoff — 
largest piece of new railroad to be 
built in the United States in a gen- 
eration — began on February 3. 

“We expect to have trains run- 
ning over the new line by July,” 
Williamson says. 

About 70 men from the San 
Joaquin and Los Angeles Divi- 
sions — half of them equipment 
operators — are working on the 
project, which is under the general 
supervision of Godfrey J. Lyon, 
assistant to chief engineer. 

His staff includes Harlan Wiley, 
superintendent of track construc- 
tion; Clyde Dunn, resident engi- 
neer in charge of material distribu- 


A special straddle crane called a ‘speed swing” has many uses on the Cutoff rail-laying project. Here it lifts ribbon rails, so that the roller guides 
can be removed and placed on the sleds {shown on either side of the track}. 1} also tows @ gauging device which forces rails onto the tie plates. 


tion (including the operation of 
the work trains); General Track 
Foremen Donald Tomlin and 
Dante Capovilla; and Foremen 
Philip Oliverria, Angel Nova, Sal- 
vatore Arellano and Joseph Tovar, 
who head the track-laying, bal- 
lasting, material handling and 
field welding gangs, respectively. 

Material distribution is a major 
task on any track construction 
project. Not including rail and bal- 
last, it takes 3,250 ties, 6,500 tie 
plates, 13,000 spikes and about 
4,500 rail anchors to lay a mile of 
track. All of this material must be 
distributed in advance of the 
working parties, and it must be 
kept flowing on a regular basis to 
prevent delays. 

On the Cutoff, four PMT trucks 
are doing most of the distributing 
needed to keep track construction 
moving ahead at the rate of about 
amile a day, Here’s how it is done: 

Hardwood ties, banded together 
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RIGHT: ‘Speed swing pulls rails off end of ribbon rail train:.RIGHT BELOW: 
Harlan R. Wiley, superintendent of track construction on the Cutoff project, 
confers with Philip Oliverria, right, foreman of the steel gang. BELOW: 
Operator Gabriel Flores stands at controls of unloading machinery on rib- 
bon rail train. This equipment lifts each pair of rails into position, pushing 
them through threaders and far enough off the end of the train so that 


they can-be sttached to speed swing, 


in bundles of 30, are shipped by 
rail to the Palmdale end of the 
project, where a crane transfers 
the bundles directly to waiting 
trucks. 

The trucks deliver the bundles 
to a point a mile or so ahead of the 
track-laying forces, where mobile 
cranes with hydraulic grapples un- 
load and distribute them at 50- 
foot intervals along the right-of- 
way. 

Tie plates and sacks of spikes 
and rail anchors are shipped to 
Palmdale in open gondola cars 
(the first time this has been done), 
so that they can be unloaded with 
a magnet-equipped crane. They 
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are distributed as follows: six 
sacks of spikes (300) and a steel 
bin of tie plates (350) at every 
sixth bundle of ties, and four sacks 
of rail anchors at every fourth 
bundle of ties. 

“This precise distribution,” ex- 
plains Godfrey Lyon, “gives us 
just the right amount of track ma- 
terial as we move along, and it is 
accomplished with a minimum 
amount of handling.” 

The first step in track-laying, 
and one of the most time-consum- 
ing parts of this operation, consists 
of placing individual ties in line — 
correctly spaced.and aligned — 
with tie plates attached at exact 


gauge. 

A new self-propelled machine, 
which automatically performs all 
these tasks, is being tried out on 
the Cutoff on an experimental 
basis. Called a “Tiematic,” it was 
built by an equipment manufac- 
turer, using designs and. concepts 
developed by SP engineers. 

A mobile crane places a bundle 
of ties on one end of the Tiematic, 
after which the machine takes 
over, It straightens the ties, so 
that they are properly aligned, 
attaches tie plates at exact gauge 
by means of a spike driven into an 
outside hole in each plate, and it 
deposits the ties on the grade cor: 
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rectly spaced — all this while roll- 
ing along under its own power at 
the rate of a quarter of a mile an 
hour. 

If it proves itself under actual 
operating conditions, the Tiematic 
may become a major aid in this 
phase of track work. 

Before each pair of rails is laid 
on the Cutoff, a specially-designed 
crane called a “speed swing” goes 
to work. Having a wide wheel base, 
it straddles the ties and tows along 
two steel sleds containing rollers, 
which are placed on the ties at in- 
tervals as guides for the ribbon 
rail, These SP-designed sleds and 


ABOVE LEFT: The ballast regulator smooths, spreads and shapes new line’s ballast. ABOVE RIGHT: 


This advanced type of tamping machine distributes ballast under and around two ties at once. 


BELOW LEFT: These machines apply rail anchors. 


rollers were built at the West Oak- 
land MofW Shop. 

Meanwhile, the rail train (see 
cover of February Bulletin), which 
carries 40 quarter-mile lengths of 
ribbon rail manufactured at SP’s 
Tracy (Calif.) rail welding plant, 
moves into position. 

Special power equipment on the 
head end of the train grasps two 
ribbon rails and pushes them 
through roller “threaders,” until 
they are far enough off the train 
so that they can be attached to 
clamping devices on the speed 
swing. 

The speed swing pulls the rails 
the rest of the way off the train. 
Next, it performs two more opera- 
tions simultaneously, using equip- 
ment devised by SP engineers and 
built at West Oakland. In the first 
operation, the rail is lifted so that 
the rollers can be removed and re- 
turned to the sleds pulled by the 
speed swing. In the second, a 
track-mounted device ~~ attached 
by cable to the speed swing —- 
forces the rails on to the tie plates 
at proper gauge. 

As soon as the rails have been 
properly positioned, they are 
spiked down with power equip- 


ment at every sixth tie — just 
enough to permit the rail train to 
move forward over the new quar- 
ter-mile track so that it can pre- 
pare for unloading another pair of 
rails. Then the remaining spikes 
are driven with four pneumatic 
spike drivers. 

Next, the ballast train dumps 
20 carloads of crushed rock over 
the new line. Several units of 
power equipment are used to dis- 
tribute the ballast and bring the 
track up to proper alignment. One 
of these is a new type of tamping 
machine which automatically lifts 
the track structure and tamps bal- 
last under and around two ties at 
once. 

After the track has been bal- 
lasted, the rail ends are welded to- 
gether. Ribbon rails on the Cutoff 
have no bolt holes, They are joined 
temporarily by means of an eight- 
inch piece of rail called a “Dutch- 
man,” inserted between the rail 
ends. This provides the bolt holes 
needed to clamp steel plates 
against both sides of the joint to 
hold the rail ends in line so that 
work trains can move over them. 

After the “Dutchman” has been 

(Continued on page 12) 
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& Denman K. McNear and Law- 
rence E. Hoyt, former assistants to 
the president, have been appointed 
vice presidents of Southern Pa- 
cific Company, it was announced 
by President B. F. Biaggini. Both 
are 41. 

They assumed their new respon- 
sibilities in the Executive Depart- 
ment at San Francisco on April 1. 

McNear joined SP in 1948 as a 
technical student, following Navy 
service during World War II. After 
five years’ experience on construc- 
tion and other engineering assign- 
ments, mostly on the Sacramento 
Division, he served as a trainmas- 
ter at Tucumcari, N.M., and Port- 
land, Oregon. 

In 1957, he was named assistant 
to the general manager at San 
Francisco and two years later was 
appointed superintendent of SP’s 
Rio Grande Division at El Paso. 
In 1961, after temporary duty as 
superintendent of the Shasta Di- 
vision at Dunsmuir, Calif., he be- 
came assistant chief mechanical 
officer - engineering at San Fran- 
cisco, In this position, he was re- 
sponsible for research and engi- 
neering of locomotives and cars, 
and the design and development of 
Mechanical Department facilities. 
He was appointed assistant to the 
president in 1963. 

McNear holds a bachelor of sci- 
ence degree in civil engineering 
from Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and a master’s degree 
from Stanford University Gradu- 
ate School of Business, He has also 
completed the Advanced Manage- 
ment Program at Harvard Busi- 
ness School, 

Hoyt joined SP’s Bureau of 
Transportation Research at San 
Francisco in 1948, after earning a 
bachelor of science degree from the 
University of New Mexico and a 
master of science in civil engineer- 
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ing from Stanford University. 
After service on various divi- 
sions, he was named superintend- 
ent of the Northwestern Pacific 
Railroad in 1954, Later the same 
year, he returned to SP headquar- 
ters as assistant to the general 
manager, in which position he was 
responsible for directing SP’s long- 
range planning program and oper- 
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ations research. 

Hoyt was named assistant man- 
ager of industrial development in 
1957 and became the department’s 
manager two years later. He held 
this position until he was ap- 
pointed assistant to the president 
in 1964, He, too, has completed 
the Harvard Advanced Manage- 
ment Program. ~ 


SP Seeks Programmers 


Southern Pacific needs more 
programmers — people who can 
“tell” computers what steps to 
take to accomplish a given task. 

The additional programmers are 
needed in San Francisco for Sys- 
tems Research, which provides 
technical assistance on data pro- 
cessing to practically every de- 
partment in the Company, includ- 
ing TOPS (the $20 million To- 
tal Operations Processing System 
project). 

Systems Research, which comes 
under the jurisdiction of H. A. 
Nelson, vice president and general 
auditor, works out computer pro- 
grams and installs them on the 
millions of dollars worth of com- 
puter “hardware” which SP has 
acquired. 

E. G, Suelflohn, manager of Sys- 


tems Research, points out that in 
recent years, “Southern Pacific 
has come to depend more and more 
on computers to gather data and 
provide it with the information it 
must have to operate under to- 
day’s competitive conditions. The 
need for programmers has grown 
correspondingly.” 

SP is recruiting these highly- 
trained specialists from among re- 
cent college graduates, and it is 
also seeking within the Company 
for men and women with railroad 
experience who show an aptitude 
for and an interest in learning to 
become programmers. : 

To be selected for programme: 
training, an employe must first be 
recommended by his supervisor. 
Next, he must receivea high grade 
on a one-hour test which measures 


aptitude for this type of work. In 
general, preference is given to 
those who have taken college 
courses in mathematics and sci- 
ence and to those whose railroad 
experience ties in with work cur- 
rently underway in Systems Re- 
search, As an Equal Opportunity 
Employer, SP considers applicants 
without regard to race, creed, color 
or national origin. 

Those who wish to take the ap- 
titude test should ask their super- 
visors to contact Systems Re- 
search (through channels). In 
most cases, the test can be given 
in or near the city where the em- 
ploye works. 

Those who receive sufficiently 
high test scores and meet the other 
requirements will be invited to 
come to San Francisco for an in- 
terview with representatives of 
Systems Research, after which the 
final selection will be made. 

The programmer trainee is usu- 
aliy appointed as a “systems as- 
sociate,” earning full pay while in 
training. His preliminary training 
covers about six months and in- 
cludes classes given by SP tech- 
nical personnel, as well as courses 
at a special training school, SP 
computer specialists generally con- 
tinue to take courses as they ad- 
vance to more and more complex 
areas of work. 


Now working as a programmer at San Fran- 
cisco, Mrs. Jeanne Kennedy started with SP 
as a clerk in Freight Accounts in 1955, She 
served for a period as a key punch operator; 
then, after six months of special training, she 
became a systems associate in Systems Re- 
search in 1963. She has since been promoted 
to systems analyst. 


os Jochner Succeeds 
Crocket in Top 
Passenger Post 


L, Gordon Crocket, passenger 
traffic manager at San Francisco, 
retires April 30 after a 42-year SP 
career. 

As SP’s top passenger officer, he 
has directed all of the Company’s 
passenger sales and service and 
supervised the Mail, Baggage & 
Express and Dining Car Depart- 
ments. 

Succeeding him is Robert M. 
Jochner, assistant passenger traf- 
fic manager since 1964. 

L. H. Monk, supervisor of car 
service, Transportation Depart- 
ment, has been named assistant 
passenger traffic manager. 

Crocket joined SP’s Passenger 
Department at San Francisco in 
1924, advancing through all phases 
of passenger operations to become 
assistant passenger traffic mana- 
ger in 1963 and passenger traffic 
manager a year later, 

A graduate of Alameda schools, 
he attended Stanford University’s 
Executive Development Program. 
He is a director of the San Fran- 
cisco Convention and Visitors Bu- 
reau, a past director of the Trans- 
portation Club of San Francisco, 
and a member of the National De- 
fense Transportation Assn., the 
Assn, of American Passenger Traf- 
fic Officers, the 
Aahmes Shrine 
of Oakland, and 
the San Francis- 
co Rotary Club. 
Jochnerentered 
SP service in 
1937, He moved 
: up through vari- 
L. H, MONK ous positions, be- 
coming supervisor of train service 
in 1954 and special representative 
in 1963. He attended California 
Concordia College in Oakland and 
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completed Stanford’s Transporta- 
tion Management Program. 

Monk joined SP’s Passenger 
Department in 1946, following 
service with the Coast Guard dur- 
ing World War II. He held posi- 
tions as assistant supervisor and 
supervisor of train service, before 
being named supervisor of car 
service in 1964. 


Killed in Action 


Michael J. Monahan, 21, on 
military leave from his job as a 
clerk for SP at San Francisco, was 
killed by a sniper’s bullet in Viet- 
nam on March 16 while serving 
with the U.S. 4th Infantry Divi- 
sion. 

He joined SP as a clerk in the 
Treasury Dept. April 1, 1964, later 
transferring to the Traffic Dept.’s 
Train Service Bureau, He left to 
join the Army in November, 1965. 

Survivors include his parents, 
three brothers and two sisters. 


Attention SP Golfers 


Two tournaments for SP golfers 
will be held in May — the first on 
May 8 at the Shadow Hills Coun- 
try Club, Eugene, Oregon; and the 
second May 27-28 at the Indian 
Wells Country Club, Indio, Calif. 
Details and entry blanks for the 
Eugene tournament may be ob- 
tained from H, E, DeLong, 2190 
Dalton Drive, Eugene. For full 
information about the Indio tour- 
nament, write to J. A. DeCoster, 
P. O. Box 874, Indio. 


“panies at “various ‘points around 
the system. 

Because of the consistently high 
caliber of its Houston advisors, SP 
was asked last year to sponsor an 
experimental “two-in-one” com- 
pany — ie, two miniature cor- 
porations counseled by one set of 
advisors, a means of giving more 
young people an opportunity to 
participate in the J. A. program. 

The experiment proved success- 
ful and is being repeated this year. 
Ralph heads a team of seven ad- 
visors who counsel a total of about 
40 young people. “SOPAC 1” and 
“SOPAC II” manufacture house 
address signs, ash trays and spike- 
mounted pen sets. Both are oper- 
ating at a profit. 

“We're glad they’re doing well,” 
Ralph says, “but that isn’t the 
main point of the J. A. program. 
Our real object is to help the 
Achievers learn from this experi- 
ence and, if possible, grow as hu- 
man beings. 

“It’s wonderful to watch a shy 
youngster come out of himself and 
begin to assume some leadership, 
and it’s also wonderful to watch 
these kids beginning to catch on to 
what our system is all about.” 

After a two-year stint in the 
Army, Ralph received his B.A. de- 
gree from Texas Western in 1957, 
and his master’s degree from the 
University of Texas in 1959, join- 
ing the staff of the SP bureau in 
Houston the same year. 

A transportation major, he 
taught several undergraduate 
courses while he was working to- 
ward his advanced degree. He also 
wrote a detailed “Analysis of Man- 
agement Techniques in the Rail- 
road Field,” which was published 
by the university’s Transportation 
Department. 

Continuing his interest in edu- 
cation, Ralph lectures occasionally 
at Houston high schools on such 
subjects as free enterprise and the 
contribution of railroads to ‘the 


American economy. “He” helped 
prepare a presentation on the lat- 
ter subject which was given at a 
Texas Junior Achievement con- 
vention attended by some 500 stu- 
dent Achievers. 

He and his wife, the former 
Mary Stephens of Tyler, Texas, 
have five children: Cynthia, 12; 
Craig, 10; Lynn Ellen, 8; Mau- 
reen, 6; and Holly, 2. Two have 
seriously impaired vision and two 
have a limited degree of brain 
damage. Doctors now believe these 
physical problems, which were ex- 
tremely difficult to detect and 
diagnose in the children’s infancy, 
were caused by an obscure con- 
flict in the parent’s blood types. 

The couple — far from being 
overwhelmed by the situation — 


do everything they canto make 


certain that their children live nor- 


mal lives, encouraging them ‘to 
participate in all sorts of activities. 

Ralph is active in the Houston 
Council for Minimally Brain Dam- . 
aged Children and the Houston 
Council for the Visually Impaired, 
and he is learning Braille, so that 
he can work with two of his 
daughters. 

The Dickinsons live energetic- 
ally and joyously. They go square 
dancing (they met on the dance 
floor), enjoy swimming and games 
with their children, and Ralph is 
always involved in home workshop 
projects. ; 

“We're busy, but we have fun,” 
he says. “The only thing we don’t 
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have time for is ‘problems’. 


Safety Contest Winners Announced 


Winners have been selected in 
the Safety Department’s contest 
for the best job or home safety 
suggestions. After considering over 
1,700 entries, the judges picked 
the following first place winners: 

H. H. Bradley, clerk, Mailroom, 
Houston; P. P. Bulatovich, clerk, 
Purchases & Stores, Sacramento; 
J. J. Griffith, machinist, Mechani- 
cal Dept., San Joaquin Division, 
Bakersfield; C. S. Jeffries, loco- 
motive engineer, Los Angeles Di- 
vision, Indio; R. A. Lewis, conduc- 
tor, Tucson Division, El Paso; D. 
E. Lucas, switchman, Brooklyn 
Yard, Portland; Victor Nancett, 
PMT driver, Indio; F. N. Russell, 
extra gang foreman, Houston Di- 
vision, Splendora, Texas; Mrs. Al- 
bon H. Williams, wife of Western 
Division Engineer A. H. Williams, 
Concord, Calif.; and S. C. Young, 
car foreman, NWP, Eureka, Calif. 

Each of these first place winners 
will receive a handsome cordless 
automatic wall clock, featuring an 
inlaid walnut frame and a face of 
genuine leather. 

Space does not permit listing 
the names of the next 500 win- 


ners, but they will be notified by 
the Safety Department and will 
receive first aid kits as their prizes. 

Contest judges were: H. A. Nel- 
son, vice president and general 
auditor; J. P. Griffin, general su- 
perintendent of transportation; C. 
A. Ball, Jr., manager of personnel; 
J, G. Shea, general public rela- 
tions manager; R. D. McIntyre, 
manager, Advertising Dept.; and 
D. K. Miller, superintendent of 
safety. 


SPT Drivers Win Praise 
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JOHN ANDERS 


While driving between Corpus 
Christi and Houston recently, a 
traveling salesman for a silver- 
smith company suddenly noticed 
his car’s motor was on fire. 

To the rescue rushed Southern 
Pacific Transport Company Driv- 
ers John Anders and E. G, Wal- 
thers, whose truck happened to be 


behind the stricken car. Wrote the - 


grateful salesman to H. E. Gro- 
hosky, SPT district manager at 
Houston, in part... “Due to the 
quick thinking of both of these 
gentlemen and their combined ef- 
forts, my car suffered minimal 
damage. Not only did they stop to 
render all possible aid... but they 
arranged to have a tow truck sent 
to me from the next town. These 
men are fine servants of the com- 
munity and a credit to your firm.” 


Ehmke Succeeds Goodwin As 
Asst. Manager, Land Dept. 


C. W. Goodwin, assistant mana- 
ger of the SP Land Department in 
San Francisco, retired March 31 
after a 27-year SP career. 
Succeeding him 
is R, W. Ehmke, 


bert, Land Dept. 
. representative, 
moves up to suc- 
ceed Ehmke. 
Goodwin joined 
the SP Land Dept. in 1940 as a 
field agent in Nevada, following 
- his graduation from. the Univer- 
sity:of-California with a degree in 
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forestry. 

Ehmke, who attended Sacra- 
mento Junior College, joined the 
department in 1936, holding vari- 
ous positions before being named 
asst. to manager in 1951. 


Novi Expresses: 


SP’s Concern About 


Crossing Accidents 
(concluded) 


with grave results. Very often the 
same driver who will wait patient- 
ly for a red light to change at a 


highway intersection will not hesi- ° 


tate to run through clanging bells 
and flashing red lights that warn 
of an approaching train.” 

Crossing gates, of course, pro- 
vide a superior form of protection, 
and Southern Pacific installed 
nearly three out of every ten gates 
erected by U. S. railroads last 
year. 

But even gates, Novi told the 
television newsmen, don’t stop 
some wild motorists. “They go un- 
der the gates and around them. 
And gate arms are constantly be- 
ing knocked down by drivers who 
obviously aren’t paying attention 
to the flashing red lights. On SP 
lines in California alone, more 
than 100 gates a month were 
knocked down by motor vehicles 
last year.” 

Novi pointed out that motorists 
are provided with more than or- 
dinary protection, with red lights, 
clanging bells, cross bucks and 
crossing gates to warn of on- 
coming trains. And the locomo- 
tives themselves are equipped with 
horns and bells which are used at 
every grade crossing. Locomotive 
headlights are turned on full, day 
and night. 

Still, during fiscal 1965-66 year, 
according to the California Public 
Utilities Commission and Inter- 
state Commerce Commission an- 
nual reports, 1,535 persons lost 


their lives ‘in. grade-crossing ac: *.- 


cidents throughout: the United 
States, with 122 fatalities in Cali- 
fornia alone. Many more sustained 
serious injuries, 

Novi believes that a program to 
educate the driving public to the 
very real dangers that exist at 
grade crossings should be carried 
out vigorously. “For example,” he 
says, “how many people realize 
that it takes a train moving at 60 
miles per hour from a half-mile to 
a mile and a half to stop, depend- 
ing on the tonnage carried and the 
terrain?” 

Stricter law enforcement is the 
key to the whole problem, the SP 
road foreman of engines feels. 

“A motorist who goes through 
a red light at a grade crossing is 
breaking the law and should be 
penalized for his own protection,” 
he states, “It’s ironic, but true, 
that a driver who wouldn’t hesi- 
tate to risk his life by racing a 
train to a grade crossing, would 
think twice if he knew he might 
get a $5 citation for the attempt. 

“Wherever grade-crossing laws 
have been enforced,” Novi says, 
“deaths and injuries have gone 
down drastically.” “ 


Track- Laying 
on the Cutoff 


(concluded) 


removed, a power device capable 
of exerting up to 160 tons of pres- 
sure pulls the rails together. The 
welding process involves pre-heat- 
ing the rails and bonding them 
with molten metal similar in com- 
position to the rail itself. 

“Because we’re welding these 
lengths of ribbon rail together,” 
Lyon says, ‘“we’ll have some 
stretches on the Cutoff over 20 
miles long without-a single joint. 
They'll probably be the longest 
stretches of continuous rail in 
existence.”” 

Working on. both sides of the 


Bill O'Neill, 15, son of W, R, O'Neill, right, asst. to chief mechanical officer-system, explains his 


a 


exhibit which won 8rd prize in a recent San Francisco Bay Area Science Fair to P. V. Garin, left, 
asst. chief mechanical officer-engineering and a Science Fair director. Science Fairs, held in com- 
munities throughout the U. $., ere aimed at encouraging students to pursue careers in science. 
SP and other firms help sponsor the annual event in the Bay Area. 


welding gang are crews installing 
rail anchors with special machines 
designed for this purpose. 

Then, after all of the preceding 
steps, the power ballasting equip- 
ment returns over the new track to 
give it the final surfacing and 
finish. 

On the Cutoff project, ribbon 
rails are laid right through points 
where sidings intersect with the 
main line. Later, pieces of the rib- 
bons are cut out, so that switches 
can be installed. 

The entire operation is being 
coordinated by a network of ra- 
dios, so that trains, trucks, cranes, 
foremen and equipment repair 
men can all be contacted almost 
instantly. If, for example, a need 
arises for more material or for a 
particular piece of equipment at 
any given location, it only takes a 
few minutes to have it delivered. 

The $22 million Cutoff project 
will shorten the route fer transcon- 
tinental traffic to and from the 
north by 46 miles in each direc- 
tion, enabling SP to provide faster 
service for shippers. It will also re- 
lieve SP’s busy Los Angeles ter- 
minal of the job of handling this 
traffic, thus making room for the 
new business the fast-growing Los 
Angeles area is expected to develop. 


Appointments 


ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT: 
H. F. Frank, J. W. Keleher and G. P. 
Lindquist, all to assistant managers, 
Equipment and Miscellaneous Account- 
ing; H. J. Blood, to assistant to man- 
ager, Equipment and Miscellaneous 
Accounting; all at San Francisco. 

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT: 
Jack Underwood, to quality control 
supervisor, Los Angeles General Shops. 

OPERATING DEPARTMENT: 
L. J. Zimmerman, to assistant train- 
master; R. E, Shaver, to acting general 
yardmaster; E. R. Law, and J. T. Stew- 
art, to assistant terminal superintend- 
ents, all with headquarters at Los 
Angeles, 


Retirements 


DALLAS DIVISION: Price J. Greg- 
ory, locomotive engimeer; Earley P. 
Kornegay, welder helper. 

HOUSTON DIVISION AND 
SHOPS: Casper V. Batot, locomotive 
engineer; Leo B. Hodges, carman; Oli- 
ver E, Robinson, brakeman; 

LAFAYETTE DIVISION: Abba L. 
Thibodeaux, clerk; Eddie Watts, Sr., 
carman; D. L. Gianelloni, Sr., switch- 
man; Wilfred Mathews, bridge and 
building carpenter; Morris Peron, la- 
borer; Cosmey Richmond, porter- 
trucker. 

LOS ANGELES DIVISION AND 
SHOPS: Jesus M,. Aguila, coach 
cleaner; Maunty A. Burt, machinist; 
James Butler, switchman; Richard B. 
Colbert, locomotive engineer; William 
B. Cole, conductor; Norval H. Conway, 
locomotive engineer; Pedro Diaz, car- 
man helper; Socorro Garcia, extra gang 
laborer; Kenneth C. Kemp, brakeman; 
Bartolo P. Leyva, extra gang foreman; 
LeRoy A. Miles, carman; George E, 
Moreland, locomotive engineer; Mateo 
M. Olivas, machinist; Solomon Ortiz, 
chief clerk; James W. Prather, transfer 


clerk; Milo -E.. Roberts, -yardmas-': 
ter; Cornelio Ruiz, machinist; Jack. C; 
Stroud, machinist; John H, Williams, 
signal maintainer; Albert W.  Biddle- 
comb, machinist; Reyes B. Duran, car- 
man; Homer J. Gray, electrician; Car- 
roll P. Schye, service clerk. 
OREGON DIVISION: Leo E. Bates, 
conductor; Mary A. Brinker, steno- 
clerk; Johnnie E. Clark, car cleaner; 
Carl A, Edwards, clerk; Cecil E. Fletcher, 
clerk; A, C. Getty, Jr., agent-telegra- 
pher; Alvin A. Harrison, conductor; 
Leslie C. Meredith, electrician; Earl F. 
O'Neil, check clerk; Irvin B. Richard- 
son, carman; Everett R. Hubbell, assist- 
ant bridge and building foreman. 
SAN ANTONIO DIVISION: Pre- 
sciliano Escamilla, roundhouse laborer; 
Gayle Wright, brakeman. 
SAN JOAQUIN DIVISION: Brady 
A. J. Cathoun, locomotive engineer. 
SACRAMENTO DIVISION AND 
SHOPS: Roque Aranda, laborer; Ivan 
Bench, carman; Joaquin B. Clara, la- 
borer; Earl Coleman, pipefitter helper; 
George P. Davig, yardmaster; Leo I. 
Hines, machinist; James B. Lague, as- 
sistant warehouse foreman; Celestino 
Lopez, freight car painter; Willie Moi- 
nalfi, boilermaker; Lawrence W. Payne, 
locomotive engineer; William J. Quil- 
ici, switchman; William C. Sebring, 
extra gang foreman; Emmett P. Tray- 
nor, locomotive engineer; John M. 
Vance, conductor; George A. Burke, 
loader; Manuel A. Chaquico, carman; 
Francis Fiynn, brakeman; Charles M. 
Freeman, locomotive engineer; Hisaki 
shi, laborer; Frances 1. Marr, draw- 
bridge operator; John J. McMahon, car- 
man; Willie S. Wilson, switchman. 
TUCSON DIVISION: Vivian T. 
Abbott, conductor; James F. Dailey, 
locomotive engineer; Florentino Es- 
parza, locomotive carpenter; Russell H. 
Glindmeier, carman; Alex G. Harris, 
car inspector; Antonio Lassich, machin- 
ist; Marion Mi: ley, agent; Kenneth 
WwW. Moore, Sr., wire chief; Julian S. Or- 
tega, car inspector; Romie H. Stewart, 
hostler; Frank E, Tessman, electrician; 
Autry Trotter, track laborer; Johnson F. 


Clifton, machinist helper; Tony Falco, 
machinist; Gladis M. Gilerease, teleg- 


Three members of the Perazzo family have 
had over a century of SP service. Andrew 
Perazzo, 92, shown with Mrs. Perazzo, retired 
in 1945 as a section foreman with nearly 50 
years of service. He now lives in San Jose. 
His son, Dan Perazzo, executive asst., Sen 
Francisco, has had 49 years; and a grandson, 
Gary Perazzo, clerk, Accounting Dept., San 
Francisco, hes had two years with SP. 


Attorney John H. Gor- 
don retired recently 
after long service in 
SP’s Law Dept. at 
Los Angeles, He is 
past president of the 
Pico-Rivera Rotary 
Club and a 12-year 
member of the Re- 
publican County Cen- 
tral Committee from 
the Stst Assembly 
District, He will re- 
sume private practice. 


rapher; Sherman L, Holt, signalman. 

WESTERN DIVISION: Alejo Be- 
cerra, extra gang laborer; Peter Ber- 
nardi, boilermaker; Juun A. Castro, 
switch cleaner; Harold A. Crose, agent; 
Arnold A. Ferreira, car inspector; Wal- 
ter J. Luss, conductor; Trinidad Montel- 
lano, laborer; John F. Reis, roundhouse 
laborer; Perry Roach, watchman; 
George M. Semeniuk, electrician: Henry 
Sims, laborer; Jose Pp, Solorio, mainte- 
nance of way foreman; Earl G. Stam- 
buugh, machinist: Max Valdez, mail 
and baggage handler; Clarence W, Bel- 
lamy, switchman; Toribio Fregoso, car- 
man helper: Andrew E, Marcelli, car- 
man welder; Herbert C. Roland, loco- 
motive engineer; Ben C. Teves, me- 
chanic. 

NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC: 
Clarence W. Bockrath, assistant head 
timekeeper; Clarence W. Renwick, con- 
ductor; John L, Smart, laborer; Richard 
T. Guilfoyle, yard clerk. 

OTHERS: Ruth Altpeter, dictatyp- 
ist-steno, Freight Claims, Los Angeles; 
Clifford 8, Boroughs, section stockman. 
Purchases and Stores, Portland; Mabel 
E. Brown, refund clerk, Revenue Ac- 
counts, San Francisco; Reynolds L. 
Grimes, waiter, Dining Car Depart- 
ment, West Oakland; R. H. Hedge, 
auto. buffet attendant; Dining Car De- 
partment, Los Angeles; Thelma H, Ca- 
thie, revenue clerk, Revenue Accounts, 
San Francisco; Jeseph D. Maguire, sec- 
tion stockman, Purchases and Stores, 
Los Angeles; Helen C. McCarthy, clerk, 
Revenue Accounts, San Francisco; Mar- 
cel J. Morube, waiter, Dining Car De- 
partment, West Oakland. 

Herman C, Wilwedel, freight rate 
elerk, Revenue Accounts, San Fran- 
cisco; Louis C, Turner, gang boss, Pur- 
chases and Stores, Houston; Rafael 
Vaca, trucker, Purchases and Stores, 
Los Angeles; Harold Wecker, switch- 
man, Harbor Belt Line, Los Angeles; 


William E, Trace, structural designer; 
Engineering Department, San Fran- 
cisco; Percy R. Simons, clerk, Sacra- 
mento General Stores; F. W. Van Dyke, 
district lineman, Communications De- 
partment, Oregon City; Joseph M. 
Weiss, head clerk, Revenue Accounts, 
San Francisco; George E. Bonner, 
traveling auditor, Eugene; Miss Esther 
M. Dowd, secretary to general superin- 
tendent of communications-system, San 
Francisco; Bateman P. Harrell, secre- 
tary to special boards of adjustment, 
Personne! Department, Houston; Harry 
G. Lehman, bridge and building super- 
visor, Tucson; Frank J. McKew, agent, 
Corpus Christi; Albert E. Pavey, assist- 
ant freight claim agent, Houston. 


Deaths 


DALLAS DIVISION: Pensioner: 
George Hedrick, roundhouse foreman. 

HOUSTON DIVISION AND 
SHOPS: Pensioners: Aaron Williams, 
section laborer; Leon Smallwood, lead 
coach cleaner; Ignacio Mercade, car- 
man helper; John A. Criswell, machin- 
ist; Edmond F. Biglow, locomotive engi- 
neer; Thomas L. Gallington, locomotive 
engineer; Homer H. Jones, telegrapher 
clerk; Tom L. Bunch, sheetmetal worker 
helper; Rene J. Chalon, fuel oil ingpec- 
tor; James E. Donovan, machinist; Rob- 
ert Randolph, machinist helper. 

LAFAYETTE DIVISION: Pension- 
ers: Thomas Fleming, agent; Regino F. 
Zepeda, section laborer; Maurice E. Le- 
Blane, switchman; Robert D. Dillon, 
assistant head rate clerk; Laurent A. 
Haydel, freight carman; Will Jackson, 
Jaborer; Henry E, Meyers, locomotive 
engineer; Edward J. Judice, carman 
helper. 

LOS ANGELES DIVISION AND 
SHOPS: J. W. Dykes, baggage and mail 
handler; E. Hardgraves, baggage and 
mail handler; H. Hybarger, car inspec- 
tor. Pensioners: K. C. Chidester, water 
service supervisor; Robert F. Anderson, 
electrician; Joseph Bivona, laborer; 
George L. Coonrad, clerk; Ivan. W. 
Holm, brakeman; Raymond B. Hurt, 
towerman; Walter J. Lunbeck, machin- 
ist welder; Victor E. Lynn, LCL bill 
clerk; William J. Stiffler, carman; Har- 
old D. Hathaway, sheetmetal worker; 
Jose R. Perez, machinist; Domenic 
Rossi, boilermaker helper. 

OREGON DIVISION: H. K. Gates, 
clerk; W. W. Rupprecht, signalman. 
Pensioners: Francis A. Thomas, switch- 
man; Charles H. Francis, brakeman; 
William C. Kirk, locomotive engineer; 
Lennie L. Baltimore, locomotive engi- 
neer; Rebert N. O’Kelley, car inspector; 
William F, Lempke, locomotive engi- 
neer; Raymond H. Parker, agent; Fred 
Stuber, Jr., assistant bridge and build- 
ing foreman; Harvey S. Dowdy, agent. 

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION: Pen- 
sioners: Antonio Romo, section laborer; 
Hugo Schwarz, fireman; Joaquin G. 
Guerra, signal helper; Francisco Guerra, 
laborer; James W. Caruthers, special 
agent. 

SAN JOAQUIN DIVISION: ‘C. J. 
Adams, telegrapher; G, A. McIntyre, 
clerk. Pensioners: Charles .E. Donivan, 
brakeman; Orrin B. Hicks, signal main- 


Giving his “tie-up” sign on his retirement at 
Yuma, Ariz, after 46 years with SP is Con- 
ductor F. E, Coleman, 2nd from left. Looking 
on are, I-t, retired Trainmaster R, R. Badgley, 
Trainmaster D. C. King, Tucson Division Supt. 
R. ©. Colirin and Trainmaster C, T. Babers, 


tainer; Charles G. Candelaria, machin- 
ist. 

SACRAMENTO DIVISION AND 
SHOPS: C. W. Dillon, electrician; 
W. W. Hill, locomotive engineer; A. J. 
King, switchman; K. E, Knudsen, loco- 
motive engineer; J. L, Myton, machin- 
ist; J. L. Shepherd, telegrapher; L. C. 
Warwick, locomotive engineer. Pension- 
ers: Raymond F. Wesely, upholsterer; 
Charles E. Geoble, conductor; George J. 
Dravis, carman; Francisco R. Gomez, 
laborer; Nick G, Karas, baggage fore- 
man; Adolph R. Stank, pipefitter; Ed- 
ward C. Klaiber, machinist; Harold D. 
Taylor, boilermaker; Harry H. O’Nan, 
conductor; John G. Helwer, blacksmith; 
Mrs. Ellen P. Boyd, timekeeper. 

TUCSON DIVISION: E, E, Lowry, 
clerk; D. M. Luye, switchman. Pension- 
ers: Allie Mokum, boilermaker helper; 
Clifton Egerton, clerk; Juan D. Madero, 
sheetmetal worker helper; Bonifacio 
Portille, machinist helper; Anthony 
Poznack, bridge and building carpenter; 


Retiring at Beaumont, Texas, after long service 
recently was Yardman D. lL. Gianelloni, 2nd 
from right. On hand to congratulate him were, 
Ir, Road Foreman J. T. McNamara, General 
Yardmaster Earnest Cummings and Train- 
master C. T, Strong. 
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